
CITY OF BLUE ASH 

Interoffice Memo – City Manager's Office 

TO:  City Council 

FROM:  City Manager and Department Directors 

SUBJECT: Agenda Items for the September 28th Council Meeting 

DATE:  September 26, 2017 

COPIES: Department Directors, Press, Clerk of Council, Solicitor 

 

This memo offers a brief description of the topics included on the September 28th Council 
agenda.  

4.  PUBLIC HEARING – 7:05PM to consider a Zoning Text Amendment to reduce the time 
period that an electronic sign must remain unchanged (Ordinance No. 2017-11, first 
reading) 

The owners of Aeropointe Medical Center on Glendale Milford Road were granted an approval 
by Planning Commission for an electronic message sign, but the approval requires the message 
to remain unchanged for a minimum of 10 minutes.  The Zoning Code currently requires a 
minimum of one hour, but allows the Planning Commission to approve a lesser time 
period.  Aeropointe is asking the City to amend the text of the Code to reduce the minimum hold 
time to 10 seconds.  If approved, the text amendment would apply to all properties in Blue Ash, 
not just the Aeropointe property. 

Planning Commission considered the text amendment at its September 7 meeting and 
recommended denial.  As a result of the negative recommendation from Planning Commission, 
the proposed amendment can only be approved if five Council members vote to approve.  The 
second reading and vote is scheduled for the October 12 Council meeting. 

Please direct any questions to the Community Development Director. 

5.  PUBLIC HEARING – 7:10PM to consider an approval of a preliminary subdivision plan 
for Neighborhoods at Summit Park (Resolution No. 2017-54 

This Preliminary Subdivision Plan covers approximately 78 acres and proposes multiple new 
public rights-of-way that divide the land into multiple parcels; many of which will later be further 
subdivided.  The plan is substantively identical to the Concept Planned Development Plans for 
the former airport property that were previously approved by Planning Commission and City 
Council for this property and the Daventry single-family subdivision.  The new streets of this 
portion of the development will connect Glendale Milford Road, Carver Woods Drive, and 
Plainfield Road. 

Planning Commission considered the plan at its September 7 meeting and recommended 
approval with conditions.  If Council approves the plan, the developer may proceed with 
development of the improvements contained in the plan.  Development of land uses within the 
area of this subdivision will require separate approvals.  A future final subdivision plat will also 
be required to legally create the rights-of-way and individual lots included in this preliminary 
plan. 

Please direct any questions to the Community Development Director.   
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6.  PUBLIC HEARING – 7:15PM to consider a final development plan for a new mixed-use 
commercial and multi-family residential building and site development for the District at 
Summit Park (Resolution No. 2017-55) 

The proposed plan is a Final Development Plan for a four and five story mixed-use commercial 
and multi-family residential development within the Neighborhoods at Summit Park 
subdivision.  The proposed development includes three buildings that wrap around a central 
parking garage and a looped drive with surface parking.  The buildings would include 290 
apartments and approximately 39,000 square feet of first floor commercial space.  The 
proposed development is adjacent to the Brown Dog restaurant in Summit Park and extends 
along the Park’s edge adjacent to the playground. 

Planning Commission considered the plan at its September 7 meeting and recommended 
approval with conditions.  If Council approves the plan, then the developer will be permitted to 
apply for permits and begin construction. 

Please direct any questions to the Community Development Director. 

7.  PUBLIC HEARING – 7:20PM to consider a final development plan for a new senior 
living building and site development for the Life Plan Community (Resolution No. 2017-
56) 

The proposed plan is a Final Development Plan for a 201-unit senior housing development 
“Parkside at Summit Park” within the Neighborhoods at Summit Park subdivision.  The 
proposed development includes one building with three wings and surface parking on the south 
side of the site.  The building height varies from three to five stories and includes varying levels 
a care for residents.  

Planning Commission considered the plan at its September 7 meeting and recommended 
approval with conditions.  If Council approves the plan, then the developer will be permitted to 
apply for permits and begin construction. 

Please direct any questions to the Community Development Director. 

12.a.1. Resolution No. 2017-51 authorizing contracts for employee benefit coverage 

This resolution authorizes the City Manager to enter into agreements and to make related 
payments associated with the City’s group health, dental, vision, and life insurance plans for 
eligible employees for plan year November 1, 2017 through October 31, 2018.  

Historically, the City of Blue Ash has provided its employees an excellent array of benefits 
including health, vision, dental, and life coverages. Several years ago, the City Manager 
requested the formation of an employee-based health insurance advisory committee to not only 
review the City’s cost in this area but also to help with employee education and to examine 
alternatives which might continue to provide excellent coverage at a lower cost. 

Over the past few months, the City’s health insurance broker, Horan Associates, sought out 
competitive proposals from a variety of providers in an effort to develop a strategy for the 
renewal on November 1, 2017.  Taking into consideration possible employee coverage 
disruptions with changing carriers and the City’s overall satisfaction with UnitedHealthcare’s 
customer service and previous renewal rates, Administration recommends that the City remain 
with UnitedHealthcare for the upcoming plan year.  UHC initially proposed a 16% increase but 
after some negotiation and increasing the employee deductible, a final increase of 6.9% was 
agreed upon for the 2017-2018 plan year.  Approximately 3% of this increase relates to taxes 
imposed by the Affordable Care Act.  The average increase for health care coverage with UHC 
over the past 5 years is 1.48% per year. 

As for other benefit renewals, the City is in the second year of a two-year contract with Dental 
Care Plus. Vision Service Plan provided a two-year contract with a 3.48% increase representing 
the first increase in two years. The Standard Insurance Company submitted a renewal that 
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offered the same life insurance coverage with no rate changes.  Administration recommends 
that the City remain with these carriers as well.   

The City will continue to offer tax deferred savings vehicles such as flexible spending accounts 
and/or portable health savings accounts.  Employees may earn additional City contributions 
through attendance at educational seminars and/or participation in wellness events during the 
plan year.  The City offers a $2,000 payment to any eligible employee who chooses to secure 
health insurance elsewhere and opts out of the City’s health care plan. 

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Treasurer/Administrative Services 
Director. 

12.a.2. Resolution No. 2017-52 – accepting property tax rates for 2018 

The Tax Budget for 2018, which was adopted by Council in July, was submitted to the Hamilton 
County Budget Commission for their review.  Resolution No. 2017-52 seeks Council’s 
acceptance of the amounts and rates of taxation that were included within the Tax Budget and 
certified by the Budget.  In accordance with our Charter, the inside millage as expressed in this 
resolution remains at 3.08 mills. 

Based upon the County’s estimated December 31, 2017 total assessed valuation for Blue Ash, 
the City’s 2018 property tax revenue should be approximately $2,171,708.   

Please direct questions regarding this resolution to the Treasurer. 

12.a.3. Resolution No. 2017-53 authorizing a multi-year contract for utility cost recovery 
services  

For the last 7 years Blue Ash has made great strides in energy cost reduction.  In 2010 the City 
joined Ohio’s Electric Choice Program and has reduced its electric kWh price by over 30% since 
then.  In 2012 the City received an Energy Efficiency and Community Development Block Grant 
of over $450,000 to complete energy-saving improvements.  The next step in this cost-saving 
process is the review and adjustment of electric rate classifications, tariffs, and riders.  Midwest 
Utility Consultants, Inc., a cost recovery firm, has conducted an energy audit and identified 
savings of $4,000 per month.  If implemented, the City will split the cost savings with Midwest 
Utility Consultants for a period of 4-years and the City will receive the entire benefit in 
subsequent years. 

Please direct questions regarding this resolution to the Assistant City Manager.  

12.b.1. Resolution No. 2017-54 approving a preliminary subdivision plan for 
Neighborhoods at Summit Park 

See #5 above. 

12.b.2. Resolution No. 2017-55 approving a final development plan for a new mixed-use 
commercial and multi-family residential building and site development for the District at 
Summit Park 

See #6 above. 

12.b.3. Resolution No. 2017-56 approving a final development plan for a new senior living 
building and site development for the Life Plan Community 

See #7 above. 
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12.b.5. Motion setting a Public Hearing for 7:05PM, Thursday, October 12, 2017, to 
consider a final development plan for the Hamilton County Crime Laboratory  

The Hamilton County Coroner’s Office is proposing a 3-story 91,000 square foot Crime Lab for 
the vacant land surrounding the former Sycamore Senior Center.  The project was introduced to 
Planning Commission at its September 7th meeting and is expected to come before Planning 
Commission at its October 5th meeting for final development approval.  In order to 
accommodate the County’s due diligence period, it would be appreciated if Council would set 
the public hearing on the project for the October 12th Council meeting. 

Please direct any questions to the Community Development Director. 

12.c.1. Resolution No. 2017-57 establishing trick-or-treat hours in Blue Ash (Tuesday, 
October 31, 2017) 

Every year, City Council authorizes a resolution establishing the date and time to observe 
Halloween activities within the City. Traditionally, the City has recognized Halloween activities 
on the date of Halloween, October 31st. This resolution establishes Tuesday, October 31, from 
6 to 8 PM as the time to observe the occasion of Halloween.  Blue Ash Police and Fire 
personnel will be patrolling the streets and handing out candy to children while ensuring that the 
safety of all is provided. 


